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AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
Syllabus – Memoir Genre

How do Memoirs Help Make Meaning of our Lives?

September
15
SAP analysis; Formative Feedback and highlighting on 

Formative Practice #2
16
Essential question of memoirs; Introduce GRAPESSS analysis “Heard it Through the Grapevine”; Pete Frantes video
**GRAPESSS analysis on Pete Frantas ESPN article
17
Group discussion; Current Events analysis; tone and senses; conferring and SSR

**GRAPESSS analysis on choice Current Events article (formative)
18
Group discussion of Current Events article from blog and “No Ice Bucket” challenge discuss author’s use of language: SSR
19       
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT #1
       The Glass Castle and Pete Frantes ESPN Article
22
Partner discussion; Student Samples; Leveling: “Burger Village” 
23
ASPIRE testing-Reading (juniors) in Fishbowl
**Me Talk Pretty excerpt GRAPESSS analysis (formative)
24
ASPIRE testing- English (juniors) in Fishbowl
25
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Interruption); Tone; Synthesizing discrepant viewpoints and complexity issues in The Glass Castle Rhetorical Vocabulary (Omission); Formative Assessment #1 feedback and modeling
**GRAPESSS Analysis on Current Event Article (Summative) 
26 GET TEXTBOOKS FROM IMC!; Share GRAPESSS Analysis; SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT #1: 

**Read “Myth of a Latin Woman” Cofer
29
MC Practice on “Myth of a Latin Woman” further questions: What is the Myth of The Latin Woman?
30
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Repetition); Introduce Classical Model

**”Not by Math Alone” O’Conner and Romer 
October
1
Review homework; Purpose of memoir; Oprah Winfrey and James



Frey clip  (truthfulness in memoirs)
**Goethe “The Sorrows of a Young Writer”
2
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Comparison); Steven King’s On Writing excerpt; Brain on Fire excerpt and model

**Writing model of memoir—printed one page (formative)
3
Share introductory piece; review Classical Model with TED Talk
6
Rodriguez: “Aria” (textbook) Multiple Choice practice (Whetstone gone—Thornell is subbing)
7
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Balance); The “skinny” on writing summaries; Précis Summary paragraph on The Glass Castle (gradual release); group work on rhetorical précis 
**Rhetorical Precis on “Aria”: Rodriguez (formative)
8
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Word Play); Review “Aria” précis; Introduce Toulmin 
9
Rhetorical Vocabulary (Word Play); Toulmin exercises

**Rhetorical Precis on Memoirs of My Life and Writing “ Gibbons--typed (summative)
10
turn in summative response; questions in regards to Gibbons piece; Non-fiction Friday with iPads
“The difference between right and wrong is the difference between lightning and a lightning bug.” 

Memoir Unit Summative Assessments:

· Summative Assessment #1






100 points
· GRAPESSS Analysis of Current Events Article (+ annotating)

50 points
· Rhetorical Precis on “Memoirs of My Life and Writing”


50 points



 

  Total: 

200 Points
Memoir Unit Formative Assessments
· Formative Assessment #1

25 points


· Me Talk Pretty GRAPESSS Analysis





20 points
· Writing Model of a Memoir (one page)




25 points
· Rhetorical Precis on “Aria” (Rodriguez)




30 points



Total:



100 points
Formative Practice Assignments
· Formative #2 feedback with highlighting
· GRAPESSS Analysis on Pete Frantes ESPN article
· GRAPESSS analysis on choice Current Events article (hard copy of article)
· Reading Notes on “Myth of  Latin Woman”
· “Not by Math Alone” O’Conner and Romer reading notes

· “The Sorrows of a Young Writer” Goethe reading notes

· Rhetorical Precis on “Aria”

**Formative Assessments will be collected and graded at random. Work must be completed and organized in Writer’s Notebook and ready to be turned in at a moment’s notice. Total points will equal 30% of overall unit grade. 
Multiple Choice Options

Dillard from The Writing Life (Teacher’s Manual)

Rodriguez Aria: Memoir of Bilingual Childhood (Teacher’s Manual)

Isaacson (from Einstein: His Life and Universe Teacher’s Manual

Rice The Four Horsemen NEW Teacher’s Manual

Denby High-School Confidential NEW Teacher’s Manual

**Possible Summative: College Board Workbook Questions 18-31






Unless otherwise specified by the teacher, accountability assignments should ALWAYS be completed according to this official syllabus


