‘When we exhibit these emotions, society showers us with positive reinforcement; we learn this even
before we get out of diapers. When, as children, we hug ourrotten little puke of a sister and give her akiss,
all the aunts and uncles smile and twit and cry, “Isn’t he the sweetest little thing?” Such coveted treats as
chocolate-covered graham crackers often follow. But if we deliberately slam the rotten little puke of a

sister’s fingers in the door, sanctions follow-angry remonstrance from parents, aunts and uncles; instead of a
chocolate-covered graham cracker, a spanking.

But anticivilization emotions don’t go away, and they demand periodic exercise. We have such “sick™
jokes as “What’s the difference between a truckload of bowling balls and a truckload of dead babies? (You
can’t unload a truckload of bowling balls with a pitchfork...a joke, by the way, that I heard originally from a
ten-year-old). Such a joke may surprise a laugh or a grin out of us even as we recoil, a possibility that
confirms the thesis: If we share a brotherhood of man, then we also share an insanity of man. None of which
is intended as a defense of either the sick joke or insanity but merely as an explanation of why the best
horror films, like the best fairy tales, manage to be reactionary, anarchistic, and revolutionary all at the same
time. :

The mythic horror movie, like the sick joke, has a dirty job to do. It deliberately appeals to all that is
worst in us. It is morbidity unichained, our most base instincts let free, our nastiest fantasies realized ...and it
all happens, fittingly enough, in the dark. For those reasons, good liberals often shy away from horror films.
For myself, I like to see the most aggressive of them -Dawn of the Dead, for instance -as lifting a trap door
in the civilized forebrain and throwing a basket of raw meat to the hungry alligators swimming around in that
subterranean river beneath.

Why bother? Because it keeps them from getting out, man. It keeps them down there and me up here.
Tt was Lennon and McCartney who said that all you need is love, and I would agree with that.

As long as you keep the gators fed.

”
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