“Nation’s Fast Food Patrons No Longer Trusted To Dispense Own Ketchup”
Identify the Elements of Satire:

1. Satire is defined as is “writing that ridicules or criticizes individuals, ideas, institutions, social conventions, or other works of art or literature.” What individuals, ideas, or social conventions is the writer ridiculing?

2. What devises did the author use in this satire? Use quotes, terms, and explanations. Why did the author use the devices? What is the effect of the devices?

3. Why did the writer choose to develop his ideas with the use of satire?

4. Also, in regards to style, the use of diction is evident. Give examples of interesting diction and explain its purpose.

5. What is the significance of this text in today’s society?

Argumentative Prompt: Think about the author’s overall message that today’s society is becoming inundated with frivolous lawsuits and ridiculous regulations. Argue a position: defend, refute, or qualify this message. Use appropriate evidence to develop your argument.

Rhetorical Analysis Prompt:  Obviously, every essay is an author’s attempt to convey an intention to an audience. Outline an essay in which you analyze how the author of “Nation’s Fast Food Patrons No Longer Trusted to Dispense Own Ketchup” conveys his/her view. 
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