Argumentative Essay Workshop 
Introduction:
· Do you introduce the topic in one or two sentences before finishing with your claim?

· Do you have an explicitly stated claim?  Is it specific, complex, and compelling?  How could you improve it now that you are looking over your essay another time?

· Did you take a definitive stand in your claim? 

· Is your claim the last sentence in your first paragraph? Do you immediately introduce your examples without a paragraph break?

· Did you break your essay up into paragraphs?

Body Paragraphs:
· Are your paragraphs focused, tackling a single idea without meandering off in different directions?  In order to determine this, write the main point of each paragraph in the margin beside it.  If there are several points, or you are unclear as to what the paragraph is “about,” that indicates a strong need for revision.
· Identify the sentences in your paper that are wordy.  Go through and cross out any extraneous words that are “fluff” and not considered essential to your argument.  
· Did you remain in one point of view (i.e. 1st person, 3rd person) the whole time? Or do you switch back and forth throughout your essay?
· Is the evidence you incorporated to support your argument, not make your argument, in-depth and complex? Would Suzy Schoolgirl use this piece of evidence in her essay prior to suspension? 
· The strength of your essay almost totally depends on the strength of the evidence you marshal for your position. Weak or inappropriate evidence will produce a weak paper and a low score. The readers are looking for writers to write logically, to reason, to analyze, to find the best evidence to convince someone of their position.

Concluding Paragraph:

· Did you reword your argument in new language? Or did you repeat exactly what you wrote in the introduction paragraph?

· Did you present any new information in the last paragraph that belongs in the body paragraphs with your other pieces of evidence and explanation?

· You can give your argument new meaning by showing how your ideas and evidence work together. 

· Did you answer the important question “So what?” Why does this matter? Why should I care about what you just wrote? 

· Did you leave your audience with a lasting and memorable impression of your knowledge and writing abilities that will make you stand out from the rest of the crowd? 
